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1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

S the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/br 55.3(a)) 
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have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Arttcie 14 are referred to in this 
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□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 
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□ the drawings, sheets/figs 
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□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify)-. 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . References 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO 01/74990 A (STICHTING EN ERG IE [NL]; REITH JOHANNES HENRICUS 
[NL]; HACK CORNELIS JO), 1 1 October 2001 

2. Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

In view of the prior art cited, the subject-matter of claims 1 -19 appears to be novel (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

3. Inventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

However, the present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claims 1-19 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3) PCT. 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of the 
present application and discloses a process for culturing algae and other 
photosynthesising microorganisms in an open system, being inoculated with inoculum, 
which has been precultured in a closed photobioreactor (cf. abstract). The document 
describes, that high production and a high degree of purity of the algae species chosen 
can be achieved by said process (cf. page 3, paragraph 3). 

Claims 1-19 do not appear to contain any features which, in view of said document, meet 
the requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, as the claims 
merely embrace obvious embodiments of the process disclosed in D1 , which come within 
the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art. Claims 1-19 can 
thus not be considered inventive (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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